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From Mr. Fultz
During the month of October, our students had opportunities in their classrooms
to learn about Mi’kmaq history, culture and the importance of Truth and
Reconciliation. Age appropriate lessons and activities revolved around a range of
topics.

We are changing our monthly assemblies and “student of the month” awards this
year by connecting them with the seven Mi’kmaq teachings. Throughout the year,
sta� will be using the book The Lost Teachings in classrooms, so we can all learn
about the seven important teachings. The Mi’kmaq teach us that if we practice and
share the teachings of wisdom, respect, love, humility, honesty, courage, and truth
we will bring balance, harmony, and peace to our lives. We will focus our attention
on a di�erent teaching each month. October - Truth, November - Courage,
December/January - Respect , February - Love, March - Honesty, April - Humility,
and May - Wisdom.

In early October, Ms. Morgan’s 3/4 class and Mr. DeBay & Mrs. Johnson’s grade 5
class participated in a global cardboard challenge. The students collaborated with
classmates to design, create, build, problem solve, and play. They were proud of
their creations  and enjoyed sharing them with the rest of the school. Thank you to
the families who were able to contribute cardboard and other materials for the
event and also those who were able to volunteer their time.

Debert Elementary recently started to use the SafeArrival process, accessed
through the SchoolMessenger app.  It is a phone app that allows parents and
guardians to notify the school in advance about an upcoming absence or rapidly
respond to excuse an absence after the fact. In both situations, you can send
attendance alerts to the school for all of your children and provide a reason for
each absence – all in one simple communication. Families are asked to please use
the app to report absences in advance instead of sending notes or
calling/emailing the school. Set-up documents were emailed home at the beginning
of the month. If you did not receive the email or are having di�culty setting up the
new SchoolMessenger app, please contact the school o�ce. Thank you for your
patience and cooperation as we implement this new system.

A reminder for families not to use  the school parking lot and bus loop during
arrival and dismissal times. By working together, we can create a safer space for
our students as they walk into and out of the school. Please park on either side of
the road away from the parking lot and bus loop entrances and accompany your
child across the road.

Please note that Debert Elementary is NOW a Nut Free School. Please do not send
any food items containing nuts.

If you have any questions or concerns please call the o�ce at 902-662-4400 or
email Mrs. Devine at DevineKE@ccrce.ca.

Important Reminders
Nov. 9th - Remembrance Day Assembly
Nov. 10th - Assessment and Evaluation Day - No School for Students
Nov. 11th - Remembrance Day - No School for Students
Nov. 22nd - Report Cards will be emailed home
Nov. 24th - Picture day
Nov. 24th - Student Progress Meetings from 6:00-7:30 pm
Nov. 25th - Student Progress Meetings from 9:00-10:30 am
Dec. 1st - School visit with Artist and Mi’kmaq cultural educator Gerald Gloade
Dec. 5th - Christmas Concert 1:30 pm and 6:00 pm
Dec. 20th - Last day of classes before the Holiday Break
Jan. 4th - Students return from Holiday Break (Teachers return on Jan. 3rd for a
site-based PD day)
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First Term Student Progress Meetings
Report Cards will be distributed by email on the morning of November 22nd.
Student Progress meetings will follow on November 24th from 6:00-7:30 pm and
November 25th from 9:00-10:30 am. We believe that communicating your student's
strengths and next steps in their learning is key to supporting them academically
and socially. We value the opportunity to discuss your child's progress and will be
o�ering the option of a 10 minute in-person meeting OR telephone meeting. A
Google Form will be shared with you by November 18th, so you can select your
meeting option and day.

A Word From CCRCE Transportation
CCRCE posts late and cancelled bus information both on its website and through
text notifications. To receive texts:

1. Please verify your SMS contact information is up to date in PowerSchool,
and you have selected SMS as a communication preference.

2. Opt-in with our service provider by texting Y to the shortcode 978338. To opt
out at any time, text STOP, END, CANCEL, QUIT, UNSUBSCRIBE, ARRET to
978338.

Why is my bus late or cancelled?
We recognize that bus delays and cancellations cause disruption to family
schedules, and please know we are working to limit delays as much as possible.
CCRCE is experiencing a bus driver shortage similar to other sectors also feeling
labour shortages.

Although we have full time drivers, we have limited casual bus drivers. This means
when a driver is sick or o� work for personal reasons we have limited options to
back-fill drivers. This challenge is across the CCRCE region. We are urgently looking
to hire bus drivers. Anyone interested can apply online at www.ccrce.ca or call
(902) 897-8900.

October Monthly Assembly - Truth

We gathered on Tuesday, November 1st for our first assembly of the 2022-23
school year. The following students were recognized for demonstrating the
teaching of TRUTH this month:
Primary - Logan Langille and Sophia Weddleton
Grade 1 - Blake Julian, Alice Melanson, and Tucker Smith
Grade 2/3 - Hartley Williams, Jase Alexander, and Cadence Fifield
Grade 3/4 - Erica Slack and Caleb Taylor
Grade 5 - Khloe Johnson and Ryland Langille
Grade 6 - Eva Corkum and Lucas Adshade
Golden Broom Award - Ms. Hull’s Grade Six class

A huge thank you to our student leadership team, the “DES Dragons” for
organizing and running the assembly!

Debert Elementary Christmas Wreath Sale
With the Christmas season almost upon us, we are launching our annual Christmas
Wreath sale. There are three options available again this year: the wreath, the swag,
and the kissing ball. Our supplier is Fundy Fresh Farms.

All orders are to be paid by cash or cheque (written to Debert Elementary School)
and are due at school by Tuesday, November 22nd at the latest. All items will be
available for pick-up at the gym entrance on the afternoon of November 30th

between 4:00-5:30 pm.

The order forms were sent home on Monday, November 14th. If you did not receive
a copy please call the school and we will send home another.

Debert Elementary Christmas Craft Fair
Our Christmas Craft sale will be held on Saturday, December 3rd from 9:00 am
-1:30 pm. There is still space for a few more vendors (preferably crafts, baked
goods, etc.). Tables are $15 each. Set-up time will be on December 3rd from
7:30-8:45 am. If you are interested in booking a table, call or text Laureen Rushton
at 902-324-1571.
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Christmas Concert

We are planning an in-person Christmas Concert for December 5th at 6:00 pm. If
family members are unable to attend the evening performance, they are invited to
attend the afternoon rehearsal performance beginning at 1:30 pm. We ask all
guests to please attend just one of the performances because the occupancy limit
in the gym is 375 people.

The Debert Elementary Parent-Teacher Association will be holding a ra�e for front
row seats during the evening performance.

Maggie’s Place- Debert Playgroup

A FREE & FUN social and playtime for parents/caregivers and children ages 0-6

The playgroups run every Wednesday (September—June) 10:00-11:30 am at the
Debert Fellowship Centre, 1533 Plains Rd, Debert

Info: 902-895-0200/colchester@maggiesplace.ca ? Check our Facebook page
DROP IN! REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED

Introducing the Dragon’s Delicious Den!
In collaboration with community partners, SchoolsPlus is helping to facilitate the
creation of community pantry programs to be housed at schools in the Colchester
County area. Our pantry is up and running at Debert Elementary! These pantries
are being created as “give and take” sites, so residents can share what they have
and take what they need.

You can access the pantry on Mondays and Thursdays from 8:30 – 9, 11 – 11:30, and
2:30 – 3:30. It is located at the side (gym) door. If these times are not convenient for
you, please contact Cathy at 902-956-2699 to make other arrangements.

We are gratefully accepting donations of non-perishable items, gift cards, or cash
to support this initiative. Thanks for your help!

Important Contact Information for Families
The Provincial Mental Health Crisis Line is available 24/7 for anyone experiencing
a mental health crisis or someone concerned about them. Call (toll-free)
1-888-429-8167.

If you would like to self-refer to our Community Mental Health and Addictions
clinics, Withdrawal Management Services, or Opioid Replacement and Treatment
Program, call (toll-free) 1-855-922-1122, weekdays 8:30 to 4:30*. *This line has
voicemail only on evenings, weekends, and statutory holidays.

Kids Help Phone is Canada’s only 24/7, national support service. They o�er
professional counselling, information and referrals and volunteer-led, text-based
support to young people in both English and French. 1-800-668-6868

Please note that Debert Elementary is NOW a Nut Free School
Please do not send any food items containing nuts.

Address: P.O. Box 1320 Masstown Road, Debert Nova Scotia, B0M 1G0
Phone: 902-662-4400 Fax: 902-662-4404

Email: Mrs. Devine at DevineKE@ccrce.ca. Website: DES.CCRCE.CA
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